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What kind of 
environment did 
you grow up in?

Rural     7%
Urban     25%

Suburban     68%
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In your own words: Washington University in focus

What do you think is your 
annual household income?
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Which best describes 
your religious beliefs?

654 Responses

82.9% 
of students in a 
social fraternity 
or sorority 
identify as white

81% 
of students 
participating 
in a varsity 
sport identify 
as white
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How do you align yourself politically?

20.03%
of students have had 
to drop out of an 
extracurricular 
activity due to fees

30.15%
of employed students 
say that their job 
interferes with 
their academic 
performance

319 Responses

606 Responses

“Being low-income at WashU 
is incredibly hard. My peers 
don’t understand why I work 
25 hours a week in order to 
pay bills and have money 
for myself. It’s incredibly 
frustrating to be surrounded 
by people ignorant of their 
privilege.”

“If you are conservative you 
don’t talk about it.”

“In my experience so many 
washu kids from liberal 
home states/cities are 
intolerant of other views 
or don’t know how to engage 
with them. being from a 
conservative community has 
been an asset for me even 
though i do not share those 
views.”

“Being fairly moderate, 
it’s ironically difficult 
to express beliefs. Other 
students get pretty hostile 
about any political idea 
that isn’t liberal, so I 
tend to just stay quiet 
instead of talk openly 
about politics, even though 
I’m socially liberal. “

“Christians are assumed 
to all behave in certain, 
stereotypical ways. My 
beliefs are often broadly, 
and incorrectly, categorized 
as being built on rules and 
not morals, people, and 
relationships. This is not 
the case for me”

About the survey
723 Responses | 48 Questions | Spread Design by 
Christine Watridge, Brandon Wilburn and Josh Zucker

“There is a distinction 
between religiousness and 
spirituality. Since coming 
to college, I have attended 
religious programs less often 
than I would while at home. 
I am more religious with 
my family, but my spiritual 
beliefs have not changed.”

“Being from an absurdly 
wealthy family and now being 
surrounded by people from 
absurdly wealthy families 
has helped me realize that 
the ability for people to 
have such absurd wealth 
is unnecessary, wrong, 
and should be changed 
immediately. “
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